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Black-tailed Gnatcatcher adult and hungry young—Sonoran Desert birds impacted by climate extremes. 
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Building the Foundation for the Next Decade

Pressures on our natural world are 
greater now than ever before in modern 
human history. Rapidly changing 
climate, disappearing habitats, and 
collapsing food webs threaten wildlife 
and ecosystems that we all rely on. In 
fact, about one-quarter of all known 
species are predicted to become extinct 
by 2050. These profound threats require a 
profound response from PRBO.

With the expert consulting services 
of the Stanford Alumni Consulting 
Team, over the past year we developed 
a blueprint for the next decade—to be 
a world leader in providing bird and 
ecological data, analyses, and applications, 
addressing the urgent issues of our time. 

Birds are excellent indicators of 
environmental health, and through our 
studies PRBO is uniquely positioned 
to continue bringing the highest quality 
science to guide conservation efforts, 
helping wildlife and human life adapt to 
rapid global changes.

This year’s annual report highlights our 
findings. Foremost among them: seabirds 
and songbirds are warning us about the 
impacts of global warming as we observe 
reduced breeding success and, in some 
cases, no attempts to breed at all.

Our bird studies are also guiding very 
significant successes, as evidenced by 

increases in bird diversity and abundance 
at riparian sites, restored according 
to PRBO’s recommendations, in 
California’s Great Central Valley. 

This past year we initiated a new 
international partnership, funded by the 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation, 
to study shorebird migration across the 
globe using satellite telemetry. We have 
gained new insights into shorebird use 
of stopover habitats, potential impacts 
of changing wind patterns due to global 
warming, and approaches to prioritizing 
wetland restoration.

As the planet warms, predictions 
are that we will see more forest fires 
in California and the West. PRBO 
expanded its partnership with the USDA 
Forest Service to understand how best to 
manage forests for fires, for birds, and for 
other wildlife.

Working with private landowners, 
PRBO biologists implemented win-win 
solutions, including the use of new web-
based tools, to maintain our agricultural 
economy while also sustaining migratory 
waterbirds. 

In May 2006, we moved into our new 
20,000-square-foot, state-of-the-art hub—
PRBO’s San Francisco Bay Research 
Center. Over the past year we invested 
in our organizational infrastructure, 

installing a new financial management 
system to support our growth over the 
years ahead. You will notice that we have 
also changed from a calendar fiscal year 
to one that aligns more closely with our 
field season and staff needs—April 1st 
through March 31st the following year. 
This annual report includes the entire 
15-month period of that shift (January 
2006–March 2007). 

The next ten years may be the most 
critical humanity has ever faced. Bringing 
sound science to practitioners and policy 
makers is essential to ensure effective 
conservation. 

As we embark on the next stage of our 
journey, we are ever grateful to you—
PRBO’s generous members and funders, 
dedicated volunteers, hundreds of 
partners, and exceptional staff and Board 
of Directors—for making our urgently 
needed work possible. 

Ellie M. Cohen
President and CEO

Stefan Williams
Chair, Board of Directors
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Ellie M. Cohen and Stefan Williams in the foyer of PRBO’s 
San Francisco Bay Research Center and headquarters.

PRBO photo
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Seabirds falter due to changing climate 
patterns. Cassin’s Auklets’ reproductive 
failure of 2005 on Southeast Farallon 
Island was echoed in 2006. Common 
Murres and other species also suffered 
reproductive declines. Unprecedented 
in our four decades of data, these 
changes have been linked to the absence 
of shrimp-like krill, a driver of the 
marine food web, as ocean warming 
and atmospheric patterns never before 
recorded in the North Pacific occurred at 
the height of the breeding season. 

Data sharing for information power. 
Responding to the urgent need for 
scientific information in the face 
of current ecological challenges, in 
early 2007 PRBO formed a new 
division called Informatics. This is 

part of collaborative work to provide 
researchers, conservationists and citizen 
scientists with online access to a wealth 
of resources. The new division will also 
generate ways for PRBO to gather 
and archive ecological data, making 
vast libraries of information useful in 
answering questions about a changing 
environment. 

Riparian conservation success. In “one 
of the nation’s greatest conservation 
success stories” (San Francisco Chronicle 
11/27/06), nesting songbirds returned 
to recently restored riparian habitat in 
the Sacramento Valley—thanks to a 
powerful partnership between PRBO, 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and The 
Nature Conservancy. We found that 
native breeding bird populations recover 
quickly after former agricultural tracts 
are revegetated with plants native to the 
lush thickets once so extensive here. 

Penguins adapt to catastrophic 
environmental change. From giant 
icebergs that block access to breeding 
grounds to untimely blizzards that bury a 
whole generation of chicks, environmental 
extremes in Antarctica pose challenges 
for Adélie Penguin colonies. Long-term 
research on penguin ecology, co-led by 

2006−07 Findings and Accomplishments
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Southeast Farallon Island 
(right)—U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service refuge and site of PRBO 
research and stewardship 

spanning four decades. 

Cassin’s Auklet (chick below). 
Breeding failures in 2005 and 

2006 were unprecedented.
PRBO photos

PRBO is on the front lines of practicality and innovation when it comes to national priorities for 
bird conservation. If it’s important, PRBO is doing it. 

Paul Bacich, Coordinator, National Wildlife Refuge System Birding Team
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PRBO, has shown that Adélies are able 
to forge new access routes and relocate 
their breeding colonies from long-held 
traditional sites. As Antarctica’s ice 
conditions and weather rapidly change, 
this remarkable flexibility will likely 
sustain Adélie populations—as long as the 
ice and their food webs remain intact.

Desert birds in severe drought. PRBO 
documented drastic breeding failure, 
related to climate, for Sonoran Desert 
birds in 2006. The longest-term drought 
on record caused complete nest loss for 
Crissal Thrashers and Black-throated 
Sparrows in PRBO study areas. Logger-

head Shrike clutch sizes dropped by half. 
Black-tailed Gnatcatchers delayed nest 
initiation, fell victim to nest parasitism by 
later-arriving Brown-headed Cowbirds, 
and their nest success dropped from 55% 
in 2005 to 7% in 2006. High temperatures 
caused other species to abandon eggs 
or nestlings. The same patterns were 
repeated in early 2007.

Snowy Plover wins a round. Protection 
and restoration efforts will continue for 
the threatened Pacific Coast population 
of western Snowy Plovers. PRBO’s 
findings on this small resident of 
beaches and salt flats were instrumental 

in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
decision to maintain the population’s 
distinct status as federally threatened. 
 At Owens Lake, east of the Sierra 
Nevada, PRBO monitoring has revealed 
a recent three-fold increase in Snowy 
Plover numbers since the 1970s. Shallow 
flooding for an ongoing dust control 
project begun in 2002 has significantly 
benefited the plovers—which are now 
more dependent on man-made habitat.

High award for river restoration. PRBO 
monitored bird populations as part of an 
ambitious team effort to repair severe 
damage to a stream ecosystem, caused 
by 100 years of past mining activity. 
From salmon to songbirds, the entire 
system in Lower Clear Creek, flowing 
into the northern Sacramento River, 
recovered so thoroughly that the project 
won a Governor’s Environmental and 
Economic Leadership Award in 2006.  

Seabird diets and fisheries management. 
With expertise in the California Current 
marine ecosystem, drawn from seabird 
studies at Farallon, Año Nuevo and 
Alcatraz islands, PRBO has begun work 
on a Marine Food Web Conservation 
Initiative. Adding studies of fishes’ diets 
(with the help of sport and commercial 

Adélie Penguins utilize the ice. Monitoring the colony: Viola Toniolo with large chicks.
Viola Toniolo  Grant Ballard
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PRBO is a very unusual organization that has for decades produced science 
of high quality.... PRBO’s scientific mission is more important now than ever. 

— Carl Safina, PhD, author and Director, Blue Ocean Institute

Western Tanager—among the 
bird species that serve as Sierran 
forest indicators. G. Bartley / VIREO
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fishers), we aim to understand how 
fishing and climate change interact to 
affect the nearshore ecosystem in central 
and northern California. Results will 
support better forecasts of fisheries and 
wildlife changes from the perspective of 
fluctuations in their food base.

Tern colony in jeopardy? In ongoing 
studies of endangered California Least 
Terns nesting on the coast at Vandenberg 
Air Force Base, PRBO has discovered 
a positive correlation between the 
percentage of anchovy in these birds’ diet 
and their overall reproductive success. 
During the recent warm-water anomaly 
off Central California, in 2004–2006, 
there were no anchovies in the tern diet: 
in one year the birds failed to produce 
fledglings; in the other two they failed 

to even attempt breeding. The 
result: a drastic decrease in 
this breeding population. We 
aim to further understand how 
environmental processes on 
varying scales affect recovery of 
this endangered species.   

Trans-Pacific shorebird trails. 
The Bar-tailed Godwit’s long-
distance migration has been 
plotted for the first time by an 
international research team 
in which PRBO plays a lead 
role. Using satellite radio tags, 
biologists recorded flight routes and 
stop-over sites between New Zealand 
wintering grounds and western Alaska 
breeding areas. Obtaining the first 
such information for this and other 
large shorebird species will be key to 
protecting their populations. 
 
Central Valley songbirds and El Niño. 
In 11 years of study on the Cosumnes 
River in California’s Sacramento Valley, 
PRBO has discovered regional effects of 
large-scale climate patterns on breeding 
songbirds. Song Sparrows’ nest survival 
is lower in years when El Niño warms 
the Pacific Ocean, affecting rainfall. 
Global warming models predict more 

El Niño-like climate patterns, with 
potentially negative impacts on Central 
Valley songbirds.

Charting a course for restoration. With 
one of North America’s most ambitious 
restoration projects under way—conver-
sion of altered portions of San Francisco 
Bay shoreline to a mosaic of wildlife 
habitats—PRBO has produced a pow-
erful computer model for predicting 
future change scenarios. The newest 
phase of our Habitat Conversion Model 
for the South Bay Salt Pond Restoration 
Project quantifies the trade-offs for an 
array of species and bayshore habitats, 
highlighting advantages of combining 
various strategies. 

PRBO has done an excellent job of monitoring the ecological importance of private lands in the 
Central Valley... critical to supporting continued funding for private lands conservation and 
documenting the biological importance of restoration and management of habitats for at-risk birds.

Dean Kwasny, California Department of Fish and Game

Bar-tailed Godwits. Jan Van de Kam
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Least Terns. S.Greer / VIREO
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Surveying ocean life. To examine 
relationships between marine birds and 
mammals, their prey, and oceanographic 
processes, PRBO has partnered with 
NOAA Marine Sanctuaries on research 
cruises transecting the Gulf of the 
Farallones and Cordell Bank National 
Marine Sanctuaries. In 2006, bird and 
mammal abundance were the lowest we 
have recorded. In contrast to past years, 
fewer Cassin’s Auklets and no blue whales 
were recorded, evidence of dramatic 
variability in the region’s climate.  

Blueprint for California’s at-risk birds. 
PRBO helped produce a much-needed 
revision to California Department of 
Fish and Game’s (CDFG) catalogue of 
Bird Species of Special Concern. To help 
enhance populations of vulnerable birds 

statewide, CDFG and PRBO partnered 
with many other contributors and 
produced a thorough reassessment of  
current status and conservation needs.  

Reaching new constituents. Expanded 
PRBO outreach with the National Park 
Service on Alcatraz Island provided new 
opportunities for 1.4 million yearly visitors 
to appreciate nesting seabirds and learn 
how to minimize disturbance.  Naturalist 
Rich Stallcup taught the first ten-week 
Bird School at PRBO.  To reach school 
communities near our new headquarters, 
we partnered with local conservation 
groups like the Petaluma Wetlands 
Alliance to offer bird science programs 
at Shollenberger Park.  Ongoing K−12 
programs reached 2,500 students in Marin 
and Sonoma counties.

Joint Ventures spread to the sea. Building 
on the success of public-private coalitions 
on land, PRBO initiated work to form 
a California Current Joint Venture. We 
added a coordinator to PRBO’s staff and 
met one-on-one with 60-plus stakeholders 
in California, Oregon and Washington to 
begin establishing a working coalition. 
The aim is to develop ecosystem-based 
management for fisheries and ocean 
wildlife in the critically important 
California Current marine ecosystem.

Birds as indicators of forest health. 
PRBO monitors pine-oak and aspen 
forest projects in the Northern Sierra, 
in collaboration with the U.S. Forest 
Service. Innovative management 
recommendations from our research 
have now been folded into planning for 
second-generation projects, ensuring 
the greatest benefit to birds while 
also managing for fire risk to local 
communities.

Monitoring marsh restoration. As part 
of the Integrated Regional Wetland 
Monitoring Program, we have completed 
intensive studies of two restored 
marshes in northern San Francisco 
Bay. Among the findings (and never 
before demonstrated): recently restored 
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Jaime Jahncke, PhD, leads surveys for ocean life 
including humpback whale and Black-footed Albatross.  
(biologist portrait) Jan Roletto / NOAA  (wildlife photos) Sophie Webb

The information we receive from PRBO Conservation Science is critical to the management of 
the Farallon National Wildlife Refuge. Long-term data on seabirds’ reproduction, for example, 
provides significant insight into the impacts of global warming. 

Mendel Stewart, US Fish and Wildlife Service, San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge
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tidal marsh habitat supports birds’ 
reproductive success as well as or better 
than mature tidal marsh.

Will the vireo return? The Least Bell’s 
Vireo, an endangered species, was 
extirpated from the Central Valley 
decades ago but returned in 2005 and 
2006 to breed in a riparian restoration 
area in the San Joaquin Valley. In 
partnership with the San Joaquin River 
National Wildlife Refuge, PRBO is 
developing a monitoring plan for the 
vireo to begin implementing in 2007.

Palomarin Field Station renovation. 
Funding from the National Science 
Foundation enabled PRBO to improve 
our research and intern training facilities 
at the Palomarin Field Station, occupied 
by PRBO since 1966 in a cooperative 
agreement with Point Reyes National 
Seashore. Palomarin holds great value in 
the fields of ornithology and conservation 
biology in North America.

Leadership and appointments. PRBO 
co-hosted an October 2006 workshop 
in Japan to increase understanding of 
climate change impacts throughout the 
North Pacific.  Grant Ballard serves as 
coordinator for the Avian Knowledge 

Alliance, an international group 
of organizations dedicated 
to collecting, caretaking and 
communicating knowledge gained 
from the study of birds.  Nat Seavy, 
PhD, joined our staff in early 2007, 
the recipient of a prestigious post-
doctoral fellowship from CalFED 
to focus on riparian systems in the 
Central Valley, working with Dr. Jim 
Quinn of U.C. Davis. 

Affiliations. Organizations in which 
PRBO is an invited member include: 
American Bird Conservancy, Avian 
Knowledge Network, Bay-Delta Science 
Consortium, Bolinas Lagoon Technical 
Advisory Committee, California 
Association of Winegrape Growers, 
Canada–U.S. Shorebird Monitoring and 
Assessment Committee, Central Valley 
Bird Club, Central Valley Joint Venture, 
Cosumnes Research Group, County of 
Marin Wind Energy Advisory Group, 
Environmental Education Council 
of Marin, Intermountain West Joint 
Venture–California Steering Committee, 
Laguna de Santa Rosa Biodiversity 
Advisory Committee, Mono Basin Science 
Council, Mono Lake Outdoor Education 
Center Advisory Board, North American 
Banding Council, North American Bird 

Conservation Initiative—U.S. Committee, 
Oiled Wildlife Care Network, Pacific 
Coast Ocean Observing System (NOAA), 
Pacific Coast Joint Venture, Partners in 
Flight, Riparian Habitat Joint Venture, 
Sacramento River Riparian Sanctuary 
Technical Advisory Committee, San 
Francisco Bay Joint Venture, San 
Francisco Bay Upland Habitat Goals 
Steering Committee, San Francisco 
Bay Wetlands Regional Monitoring 
Program, Shorebird Research Group 
of the Americas, Sierra Nevada Willow 
Flycatcher Working Group, Sonoran Joint 
Venture, Swainson’s Hawk Technical 
Advisory Committee, Thank You 
Ocean, Tomales Bay Watershed Council, 
Tricolored Blackbird Working Group, 
USFWS Birder’s Team, U.S. Shorebird 
Conservation Council, Waterbirds of 
the Americas, Western Bird Banding 
Association, Western Snowy Plover 
Working Groups–Regions 4 and 5.

The rich history of PRBO maintains it as one of the most important centers for 
avian studies in the western U.S. 
– anonymous National Science Foundation reviewer
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Tidal marsh Song Sparrow, an 
indicator of habitat restoration 
success.  PRBO photo

Geoff Geupel visits a riparian restoration area in the 
San Joaquin River National Wildlife Refuge. PRBO photo
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PRBO is deeply grateful to our individual, foundation, and corporate donors.

2006–07 Friends of PRBO
Gifts received between January 1, 2006, and March 31, 2007, including gifts to our Lasting Legacy Campaign.

$1,000,000 and above
Anonymous

$500,000 to $999,999
The David and Lucile Packard 

Foundation

$100,000 to $499,999
Anonymous
California Coastal Conservancy
Resources Legacy Fund Foundation

$50,000 to $99,999
Anonymous
S. D.  Bechtel, Jr.  Foundation
Bella Vista Foundation
DMARLOU Foundation
Kimball Foundation
Makray Family Foundation
Marin Community Foundation
Moore Family Foundation
National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation
Lynn and Nick Nicholas
Dennis and Carol Ann Rockey Fund
The San Francisco Foundation

$25,000 to $49,999
Anonymous
Bernard Osher Foundation
Bernice Barbour Foundation, Inc.
The Bothin Foundation
Dean Witter Foundation
Elinor Patterson Baker Trust
Faucett Family Foundation
Hellman Family Foundation
Don C. and Louise Johnston
Marisla Foundation
Giles W. and Elise G. Mead 

Foundation

$10,000 to $24,999
Janet W. and Bruce Allen
Anonymous (2)
Christopher and Amber-Marie Bently
Frank A. Campini Foundation
Chevron Corporation
ConocoPhillips Pipe Line Company
Pamela A. Cook and Paul Gietzel
ExxonMobil Foundation
Fledgling Fund
Richard and Rhoda Goldman Fund
Totton and Joanne Heffelfinger
Dorothy B. Hunt
Stuart Jacobson and Andrea Sandvig
Andrew and Michele Jones
Karen A. and Kevin W. Kennedy 

Foundation

Jim Loughlin
Maidenherren Fund
Mental Insight Foundation
Robert K. Rains
Dorothy and Jonathan Rintels 

Charitable Trust
Schrader- Robertson Family Fund
Maggie and Contee Seely
Stephen and Britt Thal

$5,000 to $9,999
The Winifred and Harry B. Allen 

Foundation
Helene Belz
Dr. Howard Cogswell Estate
Compton Foundation, Inc.
Rigdon Currie and Trish Johnson
Ted and Pat Eliot
Alison Fuller
James J. Gallagher Family Legacy
Susan Gray
Jack and Deyea Harper
Kern Family Fund
Jack and Adrienne Ladd
Lamar Leland
Robin L.C. Leong
The Libra Foundation
Carrick and Andy McLaughlin
Benjamin Olewine, IV
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
Willis J. and Gloria R. Price
Donald A. Reinberg
The Grace Jones Richardson Trust
Paula Sager
Stillwater Sciences
Ann Stone
The Griffith Fund
Stefan and Tess Williams

$2,500 to $4,999
Katie Beacock
Dr. Richard Bradus
John Dakin
Lokelani Devone and Annette 

Brands
Eastern Sierra Audubon Society
Elliott Conway Insley
Dmitry and Marion Makowsky
March Foundation
Steven Merrill
Monterey Bay Aquarium
Michael Moritz and Harriet Heyman
Peter L. Newton
Outrageous Foundation
Dr. Benjamin and Ruthmary 

Parmeter
Joyce and Jim Schnobrich
The Shark Trust

Springcreek Foundation
Langdon Stevenson and Mary Farr
Adolph Suehsdorf
Raini and Steve Vallarino
James and Beth Wintersteen

$1,000 to $2,499
Anonymous
Gayle A. Anderson
Thomas C. Benet
Hope Millholland Bernstein
Robert Boehm
Bolinas Lagoon Foundation
Bushnell Corporation
California Alpine Club
Carl Zeiss Optical, Inc
Dr. Chester F. Chapin
Matt Cheney
Jean Conner
Thomas R. Davis and Ellyn Bush
George and Phyllis Ellman
Bill and Karen Foss
Simon Francis
Robert and Michelle Friend
Richard and Luisianna Gale
Rey and Alina Gomez
Fred Grafton
James and Patricia Griffin
Sherman Gromme
Dean and Nancy Hanson
Dr. Frederick and Sally Hanson
Burr Heneman and Janet Visick
Sandra L. and Frederick S. Holbrook
Richard C. Honey and Jo Anne Kipp
Marilyn and Richard Howell
Robert E. and Ann Hunter, Jr.
I & G Charitable Foundation
Diane Ichiyasu
Mr. and Mrs. David Junkin, II
James and Virginia Kennedy
Jeffrey Kimball and Pamela Hogan
Nancy Kittle
Patricia and Thomas J. Klitgaard
Kowa Optics
Nicole Lederer and Larry Orr
Leica Camera Inc.
Mary Lowrey
Ewan Macdonald
Marine Spill Response Corporation
Robert L. and Mary V. Mayer
The McGraw Hill Companies
Miles and Mary Ellen McKey
Michael Mecham
Mono Lake Foundation
Mono Markets
Gerald and Mary Edith Moore
Gerald and Lilly Mugele
Dr. Jack Obijeski

Susan and Lynn Orr
Pentax USA, Inc.
Marjorie E. Plant
Sarah J. Powell and Christopher 

Knight
Mark Reynolds, PhD and Gretchen 

Le Buhn, PhD
Joseph and Usha Robillard
Dr. Benson Roe
Eleanor C. Rogers
Scot Rohrer
Terry Root, Ph.D
Jeremy and Maria Roschelle
Sacramento Audubon Society
Seadrift Realty Inc.
Leanna Shaberly
Shasta Wildlife Conservation 

Foundation
Stanley and Joan Siddle
Dr. Stuart and Elizabeth Stephens
Marilyn M. Strand
Mary K. Stroh-Twichell and Chuck 

Twichell
Connie Stroud
Swarovski Optik North America, 

LTD
Kathryn Taylor and Thomas Steyer
Carter Thacher
Richard and Martha Thayer
Joe and Edith Tobin
Visa International
Vivendi Universal
Mary Ellen Warters
Westamerica Bank
Chris and Barbara Wilson

$500 to $999
Cheryl and Alan Abel
Anonymous (2)
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Avenali
Stephen Baer
Sara and Wm. Anderson Barnes Fund
Janice Brown Barry, M.D.
Leonie Batkin
Bob Battagin
Jerome and Judy Blackman
Margaret and Thomas Blankenship
Robert and Jeanne Bradford
Ruth H. Brandt
George S. Butts, Jr.
Michael and Jeanie Casey
Helen Cohen
Creekcats Environmental Fund
Martha Day
John and Lisa Doyen
William and Phyllis Draper
Drexler Estate Fund
Dr. John M. Eadie

Econscious
Myriam and Joel Fontaine
Patricia D. and Charles Gunther
Anna Hall
Alan Harper and Carol Baird
Molly Hauser
Jan Z. Hintermeister
Rick Holman and Toby Levy
Dwight L. Johnson
Dr. Kenneth A. Johnson and Nina 

Grove
Forrest Lowell Jones
Thomas and Elisabeth Jones, III
Jack and Phyllis Kalivoda
Dr. Robert Kleiger
Dennis and Joanie Kruger
Pansy Kwong
Philip A. and Betty Lathrap
Peter and Sue Latourrette
Lawrence Leong
Les and Cynthia Lieurance
W. James and Pamela Lloyd
Brent H. Malarkey
Elizabeth Massie
William H. and Christine McDevitt
Elaine McKinley
Mill Valley Market, Inc.
Mrs. Joseph Moore
Jean Myers
Judith B. Nadai
Robert Neptune
Peggy and Dan Norman
Linda and Terence O’Neill
Anne and Jeffery Pearl
Rodney and Anne Pearlman
Anita K. Pearson
George S. Peyton, Jr
Regina Phelps
Jay and Lisa Pierrepont
Frances B. Pope
Jon C. and Carol Richards
San Joaquin Audubon Society
Michael D. Schackwitz
Will and Suzanne Schutte
Vicki Sebastiani
John and Julia Serences
Christine and Steven Simpson
A. Kirkham and Patricia Smith
Michael St. Peter
Jean Starkweather
Ellen and Jim Strauss
Alan and Ruth Tobey
Hap and Marcia Wagner
Dr. Mary Anne Warren and Michael 

Scriven
Craig and Connie Weatherup
Mary Lou and Ward Whaling
Erika Wilson
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San Francisco Bay Research Center
Gifts to our Lasting Legacy Campaign, January 1, 2006, through March 31, 2007.

$100,000 and above
Anonymous
California Coastal Conservancy

$50,000 to $99,999
Anonymous (2)
DMARLOU Foundation
Kimball Foundation
Makray Family Foundation
Dennis and Carol Ann Rockey Fund

$25,000 to $49,999
The Bothin Foundation
Faucett Family Foundation
Don C. and Louise Johnston
Marin Community Foundation
Moore Family Foundation

$10,000 to $24,999
Janet W. and Bruce Allen
Anonymous
Pamela A. Cook and Paul Gietzel
Fledgling Fund
Robert K. Rains
Maggie and Contee Seely

$5,000 to $9,999
Rigdon Currie and Trish Johnson
Alison Fuller
Jack and Deyea Harper
Totton and Joanne Heffelfinger
Lamar Leland
Carrick and Andy McLaughlin
Willis J. and Gloria R. Price
Donald A. Reinberg
Schrader- Robertson Family Fund
Ann Stone
The Griffith Fund

$1,000 to $4,999
The Winifred and Harry B. Allen 

Foundation
Gayle A. Anderson
Katie Beacock
Thomas C. Benet
Dr. Richard Bradus
John Dakin
Lokelani Devone and Annette 

Brands
Fred Grafton
Dr. Frederick and Sally Hanson
Burr Heneman and Janet Visick
Sandra L. and Frederick S. Holbrook

Richard C. Honey and Jo Anne Kipp
Stuart Jacobson and Andrea Sandvig
Mr. and Mrs. David Junkin, II
Robin L. C. Leong
The McGraw Hill Companies
Michael Mecham
Dr. Benjamin and Ruthmary 

Parmeter
Marjorie E. Plant
Sarah J. Powell and Christopher 

Knight
The Grace Jones Richardson Trust
Jeremy and Maria Roschelle
March Foundation
Joyce and Jim Schnobrich
Stanley and Joan Siddle
Raini and Steve Vallarino
Visa International
Vivendi Universal
Westamerica Bank

$500 to $999
Robert Boehm
Michael and Jeanie Casey
Richard and Luisianna Gale
Robert E. and Ann Hunter, Jr.
Brent H. Malarkey
Elizabeth Massie
Robert Neptune
Dr. Benson Roe
Eleanor C. Rogers
Hap and Marcia Wagner
Erika Wilson

Up to $499
Anonymous
Susan M. Barnes
Elaine T. Barnum
Paul Benson and Dana Ward
Patricia Mary Bitton
Len and Patti Blumin
Mimi and Neil Burton
California Rice Commission
Dr. O’Neil Dillon
Joanne and Michael Dranginis
K. Gregg Elliott
David Froba
Mary E. Gleason
John and Marilyn Green
Victor and Edna Gunther
David and Denise Hamilton
John H. Harris
Ann Heurlin

Jan Z. Hintermeister
Thomas J. Holt, Jr. and Dr. Steven 

B. Elman
Victor and Lorraine Honig
Steve and Leslie Johnson
Alexander and Marie Karp
Larry and Barbara Keller
Bill and Barbara Knox
David A. Kositsky and Melinda G. 

Riser
Jennie Kwok
Vivianne Lichtenstein
Ginny Loeb
Carol Maddison
Bill Majeski
Dorothy Mayer
Edith Helen Monsees
James E. and Julie C. Monson
Motorola Matching Gifts
Napa-Solano Audubon Society
Wilson and Carolyn Pendery
Bill and Carmen Rogner
Jean F. Schulz
Patricia Scott
Arthur J. Slater
Willis and Marion Slusser
Daphne W. Smith
Susan M. Smith
Jean Starkweather
David Thomas
Lynn Thomas
Tom D. Turner
Deanne Violich
Linda L. Watts
Ann Witter

Janet W. and Bruce Allen
Gail Anderson and King McPherson
Gayle A. Anderson
Avis Boutell and Alice Miller
Dr. Richard Bradus
Barbara Champion
Valerie Chenoweth Brown
Judith Ciani Smith
Rick and Jillian Clark
Ellie M. Cohen and Miki Goralsky
Rigdon Currie and Trish Johnson
John Dakin
Pat and Ted Eliot
Linda Fisher
Bill and Karen Foss
Geoff Geupel
Suzanne Geupel
Jack and Deyea Harper
Totton and Joanne Heffelfinger
Aaron Holmes
William S. Howe
Dorothy B. Hunt
Robert E. and Ann Hunter, Jr.
Mrs. John H. Jacobs
Emily Hanna Johnson and Dick Bricker
Don C. and Louise Johnston
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey King
Robin  L.C. Leong
Ewan Macdonald
Robert L. and Mary V. Mayer
Leah Norwood
Regina Phelps
Willis J. and Gloria R. Price
John and Cynthia Rathkey
Donald A. Reinberg
Mark Reynolds, PhD and Gretchen Le 

Buhn, PhD
Marie W. Ross
Victoria Rupp
Steve Rutledge and Julie Beer
Ann Stone
Matthew and Polly Stone
Carter Thacher
Stephen and Britt Thal
Mary Ellen Warters
Nadine Weil
Stefan and Tess Williams

Tern Society members are individuals who 
have notified us that PRBO is included in 
their estates.

Tern Society

For information about ways to support PRBO, please call or email Nancy Gamble, Director of Individual Giving, at 707-781-2554 or ngamble@prbo.org.
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PRBO’s new San Francisco Bay Research 
Center and Headquarters. PRBO photo

The Green Heron is one of many wetland bird species found near PRBO’s new headquarters in Petaluma, California.
Peter LaTourrette 
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At work in western Alaska during peak shorebird migration.
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2006−07 Financials

Statement of Financial Position as of March 31, 2007
With Comparative Totals for the Year Ended December 31, 2005

Statement of Activities for the 15 Month Period* Ended March 31, 2007
With Comparative Totals for the Year Ended December 31, 2005

	
	 2007	 2005

Assets 		
Current assets:		

Cash and cash equivalents	  $1,090,772 	   $  1,035,652  
Marketable securities		  1,734
Accounts receivable	  942,987 	  1,178,204  
Unconditional promises to give	  27,000 	  35,906 
Prepaid expenses and other current assets	  45,534 	  41,775 	

Total current assets	  2,106,293 	  2,293,271  
Non-current assets:		

Marketable securities – restricted	  117,802 	  110,663 		
Long-term conditional promises to give	  –   	  21,938 		
Fixed assets, net of accumulated depreciation	  6,262,425 	  4,713,043

Total non-current assets	  6,380,227 	  4,845,644 
Total assets	  $8,486,520 	  $7,138,915 

Liabilities and Net Assets
Current liabilities:

Accounts payable	  $74,855 	  $71,111  	
Accrued vacation	  173,017 	  175,286  	
Current portion of capital lease payable	  –   	  9,588  	
Current portion of note payable	  –   	  1,344,850 

Total current liabilities	  247,872 	  1,600,835  	
Long term portion of capital lease payable	 –	 1,994
Note payable	 2,000,000	 –    	

Total liabilities	  2,247,872 	  1,602,829 	
Net assets 			 

Unrestricted	  4,038,887 	  3,169,505  	
Temporarily restricted	  2,081,959 	  2,255,918  	
Permanently restricted	  117,802 	  110,663 	

Total net assets	  6,238,648 	  5,536,086  	
Total liabilities and net assets	  $8,486,520 	  $  7,138,915

		  Temporarily	 Permanently	 Jan.06–Mar.07	 Jan.–Dec.
	 Unrestricted	 Restricted	 Restricted	 15 mo. Total	 2005 Total

Revenue:					   
Contracts 	  $3,949,350  	  $28,658  	  –   	  $3,978,008  	 $4,067,599 
Foundation and corporate grants	  317,375  	  1,863,019  	  –   	  2,180,394 	 2,206,109 
Contributions from individuals	  173,767  	  2,171,257  	  –   	  2,345,024 	 1,949,276 
Investment income	  20,615  	  –   	  14,505 	  35,120 	 6,989 
Other income	  52,582   	  135 	  –   	  52,717 	 45,355 
Net assets released from restrictions	  4,244,394 	  (4,237,028)	  (7,366)	 –	 –

Total revenue	  8,758,083  	  (173,959)	  7,139 	  8,591,263 	 8,275,328 

Expenses:
Program services:				  

Wetlands research	  1,627,497 	  –   	  –   	  1,627,497  	 1,346,112	
Terrestrial research	  1,757,396  	  –   	  –   	  1,757,396  	 1,551,458 
Marine research	  1,267,496  	  –   	  –   	  1,267,496 	 1,170,253 
Population ecology research	  14,659  	  –   	  –   	  14,659 	 21,318 
Education and outreach	  242,945 	  –   	  –   	  242,945 	 166,727 
Science policy	  530,216  	  –   	  –   	  530,216 	 355,439 

Total program services	  5,440,209  	  –   	  –   	  5,440,209 	 4,611,307
Supporting services:

Development	  388,336  	  –   	  –   	  388,336	 296,446 
Management and general	  2,060,156  	  –   	  –   	  2,060,156 	 1,216,860 

Total supporting services	  2,448,492 	  –   	  –   	  2,448,492 	 1,513,306 
Total expenses	  7,888,701  	  –   	  –   	  7,888,701 	 6,124,613

Change in net assets	  869,382  	  (173,959)	  7,139 	  702,562  	 2,150,715 
Net assets, beginning of period	  3,169,505 	  2,255,918  	  110,663 	  5,536,086 	 3,385,371 

Net assets, end of period	  $4,038,887  	  $2,081,959 	  $117,802 	  $6,238,648 	 $5,536,086 
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Board Board of Directors
Point Reyes Bird Observatory 
dba PRBO Conservation Science

We have audited, in accordance with U.S. generally accepted auditing 
standards, the statement of financial position of Point Reyes Bird 
Observatory as of March 31, 2007 and March 31, 2006, and the 
related statements of activities, statements of functional expenses 
(not presented herein), and statements of cash flows (not presented 
herein) for the fifteen-month period then ended; and in our report 

dated July 11, 2007, we expressed an unqualified opinion on those 
financial statements. Condensed financial statements include only 
summarized statements of financial position and activities, but omit 
substantially all of the disclosures required by U.S. generally accepted 
accounting principles. Users of condensed financial statements should 
read the separately issued and available financial statements of Point 
Reyes Bird Observatory to obtain a complete understanding of such 
disclosures. (For complete financial statements contact Point Reyes 
Bird Observatory directly.) In our opinion, the information set forth in 
the accompanying condensed financial statements is fairly presented 

in all material respects in relation to the financial statements from 
which it has been derived.

R. J. Ricciardi, Inc.
Certified Public Accountants
San Rafael, California 
July 11, 2007

* Note: PRBO previously prepared its financial statements on a calendar year. As of January 1, 2006, PRBO changed its fiscal year to 
end March 31st. The financial statements presented here are for the 15-month period from January 1, 2006 through March 31, 2007.

EXPENSES

Foundation and 
Corporate Grants 27%

Investments and 
Other Income 1%

Contributions from 
Individuals 25%

Contracts 47%
Education and 

Policy 10%

Fundraising and 
Member Services 5%

Administration and 
Facilities 26%

Scientific Research 
Programs 59%

REVENUE
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