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Hmm <oHom OF THE émﬂ,

 EBITORIALS

The m&:@:mm

are for th e birds

HE FARALLON

mote, rocky and off limits to
human visitors.

. A nascent plan to open the wind-
swept landmarks 28 miles off the

Golden Gate would unhinge a thriv-
ing world of seabird nests, sea lion
rearing areas and fish life on the re-

bound. It also sets a bad precedent by
bending restrictions on federal refug- - -

es in the name of public access.

. Aside from a handful of biologists,
next to no one steps ashore on the 211
acres. of wildemness islands, It's for

good reason. Human visitors, no mat- .

ter how careful and well intentioned,
&mﬁﬁ life:on the natural nursery,
nicknamed aOmEouEm s Galapagos.

et this intrusion is contemplated -

E abill (HR298) by U.S. Rep: Richard
woﬁ,co R Hw.mn% ‘He émﬁm 8 muoé
Sm:on vmow onthe Honwm

mogmﬂm? this: mcmmﬁmmm mmmm..
wmm mﬁmm% Tost mSN.B ‘Democratic )
Rep. Nick Rahall ‘of gmmﬂ Swmmmm.
&om%mm “his: mﬁuvon for’ owmﬁum Eu..._
the ‘Farallones ‘when he learned of
naturalist objections, Also, Rep. Tom
hmwa D-San Mateo, whose district
reaches. out to sea to include the is-

lands, opposes the plan as unneces-
sary and harmful to bird and sea life,

What is the need for this bili? Pom-
bo’s staff mxiﬁbm that ham radio op-
erators, who enjoy operating w.oa the
ends of the earth, want to send a few .
messages from the gmmémﬁ mnmuﬁm..m :

oﬁnﬂowﬁﬁmm

Bat that is boﬁ a m&mﬁmﬂ Emn&nm. .
tion for further human Eddwuoh oﬁ
_ = _”donm moH m_ambmmnmm species.

In the early. 1900s; human maaﬁ..m R
ties had devastated the islands. Since

the Farallones _mmang

becoming a federal refuge, nature

. Jslands
should stay just asthey are:re-

a7

white sharks wmd..ou mwm waters 5 sea-
som.

., has surged back. A total of 250,000
* birds nest there. Endangered Stellar -
sea lions rest on the rocks. Great

Ellie Ooﬁmﬁ mxmozgm &Hmona of .

i .mwm Point Reyes Bird Observatory,
* “says that even a few visitors can dis-

rupt life. Three scientists live on the

- atoll in winter, and the number rises.
10 only mHmE mE.Em wwnnm wamm&bm. _

$€as0ns.:

Cohen said m.mmﬁwEm om Rmbm nmﬁ.”.

crush bird burrows.. :Other  species

take flight at the appearance of hu- "

..mans and leave nests unprotected for .

Emamd&bm gulls who eat eggs and
hatchlings. The chomaa themselves -

y wzsawn_oéb to @ near crawl when
: .Eﬁﬂm notes, she said;’

,H_wmdﬁwwn already has a form of

‘access. Visitors can ‘cruise out on day
- trips'and observe the islands from be- -
- yond a 300-foot limit. Getting ashore,
even if: &F&m@ éo&m be a dicey ex-
- perience; because there’s no harbor
“or dock, oﬂw a hazardous crane-and-
" “hoist system that Enwm up small boats
: mﬁa swings them ashore.

©-Why is. moEvo pushing ms_m mea-

- sure? He isn’t saying for now, beyond

a staff member who grumbled that
the islands are “

measures for the ocean and _protec-

“This is 2 battle he doesn’t u.m.&;

notacountry clubfor
. _an elite group of bird watchers.”

- “"Pombo, who heads the House Re-
L ______woﬁom Committee, is 2 powerful and
_ﬁ&mﬁwﬁm figure in environmental
-politics. He has warred with outdoors -
__m___mﬂoém by pushing oil drilling in Alas-
-ka and by opposing conservation

i ﬁs wmwmbosmm should be m&mmsma.
B _mmmmmwmmmmﬂ :



