CONSERVATION THROUGH SCIENCE

Activity 8
Keep Your Cat Indoors Contest
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CATS INDOORS!
THE CAMPAIGN FOR SATER BirDs & CALS

Created By Point Reyes Bird Observatory Education Program
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Activity 8 (cont.)

Extension ldeas:

Make this project a public awareness campaign for your school or
community. The following is a list of possibilities:

Place copies of posters around your school to inform other students of
this issue

Have students research the issue further and write an informative
brochure or flyer to distribute to community members.

Have students write articles for the school newspaper, local newspa-
pers, etc.

Other? Be Creative!

More information on the subject of cats and birds can be found at the
following locations:

Point Reyes Bird Observatory: http://www.prbo.org

American Bird Conservancy: http://www.abcbirds.org
International Migratory Bird Day: http://www.americanbirding.org
National Audubon Society: http://www.audubon.org

Cornell Lab of Ornithology: http://www.orntih.cornell.edu

The Humane Society: http://www.hsus.org

American Humane Association: http://www.americanhumane.org

Created by Point Reyes Bird Observatory Education Program
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CATS INDOORS!

THE CAMPAIGN FOR SATER Breps & CATS

FORIMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACTS:
Linda Winter, ABC - 202-778-9619
Mike Parr, ABC - 202-778-9705
Kari Hurlbut, WBCA - 301-229-9585

TEN YEAR OLD WINSPOSTER COMPETITION FOR
NATIONAL KEEP YOUR CAT INDOORSDAY

WASHINGTON, DC: American Bird Conservancy (ABC) and Wild Bird Centers of America
(WBCA) announce the winners of the children’s poster competition for the second annual National
Keep Your Cat Indoors Day on May 13, 2000. The posters will be used to publicize the event which
aims to educate cat owners that cats, birds and other wildlife al benefit when cats are kept indoors.
The event coincides with International Migratory Bird Day (IMBD) which involves thousands of
people in birdwatching and education activities across the country during the spring bird migration.

Linda Winter, Director of Cats Indoors! Campaign for ABC stated, “We were just overwhelmed
with the response from children al across the country who sent us artwork showing happy indoor
cats. From over 300 entries, the overal winner and winner in the age 10 - 12 category is Holly Popp
from Salem, OH. Hally is 10 years old, she is home schooled and belongs to the Salem Bird Study
Club. Holly told me she just loves birds and cats.” Holly and her bird club each won a $250 gift
certificate from WBCA. The winner of the 8 - 9 age category is Brendan Armstrong from Chico,
CA, and the winner in the 6 - 7 age category is Ashleigh Gibbs from Spring, TX. They each receive
an R.T. Chickadee bird feeder and nest box kit, a bird guide, and an R.T. Chickadee plush toy. The
winning posters can be viewed and downloaded from ABC’'s Web gite at:
www.abcbirds.or g/catsindoor s.htm and on WBCA’s Web site at: www.wildbirdcenter.com.
--More--
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George Petrides, president of Wild Bird Centers of America, said, “Congratulations and thanks to al
the children who sent artwork for this contest. It is encouraging that so many young people are
interested in the future of our bird populations and maintaining the health and safety of our domestic
pets.”

Each year, free-roaming domestic cats kill hundreds of millions of birds and small mammals, some

of which are rare speciesin danger of extinction. In addition, millions of outdoor cats are killed or

injured by cars or in fights with other cats, dogs, or wild animals. Free-roaming cats can contract

debilitating and life-threatening diseases, become logt, stolen, or poisoned. It is clearly in the best
interest of both cats and birds to keep cats at home.

ABC's Cats Indoors! Campaign is supported by thousands of individuals and conservation, animal
welfare, wildlife rehabilitation, and veterinary organizations throughout the country including The
Humane Society of the United States, American Humane Association, Nationa Audubon Society,
and the Association of Avian Veterinarians. ABC produces campaign education materials which
include fact sheets on cat predation on birds and other wildlife, hazards to free-roaming cats, cat
ordinances, and how to make an outdoor cat a contented indoor pet. A four-color brochure and
poster are available, as well as Public Service Announcements and a teacher’s activity guide for
gradesK - 6 through ABC's Web site.

Dr. George Fenwick, ABC president, said, “Our migratory birds have survived habitat loss on their
wintering grounds, natural disasters, and a long flight--sometimes across open water. To be killed by
awell-fed cat on their return to the U.S. is an unspeakable, but preventable, tragedy.”

Web stesof interest:  American Bird Conservancy: http://www.abchirds.org
Wild Bird Centers of America: http://www.wildbirdcenter.com
International Migratory Bird Day: http://www.americanbirding.org
Nationa Audubon Society: http://www.audubon.org
Cornell Lab of Ornithology: http://ww.ornith.cornell.edu
The Humane Society of the United States: http://www.hsus.org
American Humane Association: http://www.americanhumane.org



