Nesting California Gulls share the job of egg incubation: both

parents take turns throughout the day at about three to four hour : —

intervals. Usually an adult calls as it flies into the nest area. The

incubating gull stands up and gives several "Long Calls" as its
& mate lands near the nest. The returning mate joins in calling, and

the pair sometimes walks around their tiny territory together. =
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California Gull

Larus californicus

World range

Breeds in scattered locations from Canada south to central
California and Colorado, central Oregon, and San Fran-
cisco Bay. Winters along Pacific Coast from southern
British Columbia south to southern Mexico, and inland at
scattered western localities.

Where to see it on Alcatraz

Fairly new to Alcatraz; nests behind rubble on the Parade
Ground. First found in 2004 with 5 nests, 20 nests were
found in 2006.

Common disturbances while nesting

Easily scared from nests by approaching humans or boats.
Vulnerable throughout breeding season, especially during
its early stages.

Breeding cycle
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