A California

irder’s Library

Rich Stallcup

FTER BINOCULARS, A FIELD ornitho-
logist’s most important tool is an
4. B.arsenal of books. Because the
markert is flooded with bird books (she Los
Angeles Audubon Bookstore lists 100 titles
for North America alone, and that is but a
fraction of the number in pring), one could
spend a fortune buying a selection and still
not have the right ones. Birding has become
so popular in the last 15 years that almost
any publishing effort in the ficid will be
successful. Thus, as anyone would guess,
a lot of useless volumes are on the shelves.
Presented here is a list of books
which we feel California birders should
have or at least be aware of. Many are
interesting and useful 1o hirders elsewhere
in the world, too. Some are out of print
and difficult to find, but persistence and
use of beok dealer/ finder services that
advertise in periodicals such as American
Birds will result in success.

Technical References
& General Subjects

Y1t Liek oF Birops by Joe!l Carl Welty.
The best of the ernithological text-
books {coltege course stuff}, well
referenced.

Hanpuoox oF NORTH AMERICAN
Birns by Rafph 5. Palmer, Volumes 1, 2,
and 3. For each species treated {loons
through waterfowl}, there is a general
introduction, thorough description includ-
ing all plumages and molt sequence, dis-
cussion of subspecies, field identification,
voice, habitat, and food.

CHECKLIST OF NORTH AMERICAN
Birps, American Ornithologists’ Union,
The 1957 sth edition covers North America
north of Mexico, and Greenland, Bermuda,
and Baja, giving distributions for subspe-
cies. The 1983 6th edition and its 35¢h sup-
plement in Azk 102:680-686 cover North
America from the Arciic through Panama,
plus the West Indies, and Hawaii without
treatment of subspecics because of the huge
geographical area. These books are the
phylogenctic, distributonal lists o follow.

Tre Aupuson SOCIETY ENncYCLo-
PEDIA OF NORTH AMERICAN BirDs by [ohn
K. Terres. Nearly a million words and
6ooo alphabetical entries and cross
references; life histories of 847 birds; 87
superk color photos; and an amazing bibli-
ography: an awesome book. The most
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thorough ornithological publicanon ever,
Just read ir (ahem) and sec,

Rare Birps oF tre West Coast by
Don Raoberson. A listing of all records of
rare birds as defined by the book for
Ataska, British Columbia, Washingion,
Oregon, and Calitornia through the year
1979, with fun pictures, theories, and
1.D, hints.,

THE DICTIONARY ©F AMERICAN BIRD
NamEs by Ernest A. Coate. The best of the
books interpreting names of birds both sci-
entific and common, with an excellent Bio-
graphical Appendix.

A Gumz to Birp Benavior, Vols. 1 &
11, by Donald and Lillian Stokes. For
selected common species, what birds do,
not just what they are.

AupusoN SGCIETY FHANDBOOK FOR
Bmpers by Stephen W. Kress. Almost all
you want to know about birding strategy
and utensils.

A New Dictionary or Birps by A.
Landsborough Thompson. A nice world-
of-birds treatise. Freshly re-released,

Tae Birps or Canapa by W Fard
Godfrey. Great color plates, especially of
waders and Empidonasx.,

Birds in California

IRDS OF THE PACIRIC STATES by Ralph
Haoffman. The first real ficld guide for
: the west, with sensitive persenal in-
sight glowing chrough the words, Written
vocalizations as good as any.

Birns oF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA—
AN AnNOTATED Fieen List by McCaskie,
DeBenedictis, Evickson, and Maorlan, A
must-have booldet on status and
distribution.

Braps of SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA —
Starus ann IusTriBuTION by Garrefl
& Dunn. Just what the tide says and
much more.

BirDs 0F THE YOseMITE SiERRA by
David Galnes. A scientific and enlighrening
view of the birds of the “snowy range” and
the Mono Basin. Presently being updated,

CATALOG OF CALIFORNIA SEABIRT
Covontes by Arthur 1. Sewls et al. Con-
cise report of all the seabirds nesting on
islands and islers along the California
coast.

THE AVIFAUNA OF THE SOUTH FARAL-
LON [s1.anDs, CALIFORNIA by DeSante ¢
Adsley. A coliection of records of some 346
species of birds as of 1979, recorded on a
rack 43 kilometers west of San Francisco.

DIsCOVERING SIERRA BIRGS by Beedy
& Granbolni. Great things abour the
Sierra in general and s birdlife, with
excellent art by Keith Hansen and other are
by others,

DrsTrBuTioN oF THE Birns or Cavr-
FORNIA, 1944, by Gringel & Miller. The
distributional list upon which many later
works were based. Lots of fun-to-browse
old records of species and sub-species
starewide,

Biros or Sonoma Counry by
Bolander e Parmeter. Annotated list with
bar graphs for scasonal timing,

Birws oF SanTa BARBARA AND
Ventura Countirs by Webster, Lohnran
& Bewier. Annotated hist with bar graphs
for scasonal timing,

Birns oF San Dikco County by Phil
Unitt, A very thorough county guide,

Field Guides

THE AUDUBON SOCIETY MASTER
Guine 70 BIRDiNG edited by John
Earrand Jr. Three volumes almost
puts it out of the field guide category, but
the identification information they contain
15 state-of-the-are, All the regular species
on the AQU list are illustrared, most wich
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color photographs.

FizLp GUIDE TO THE BIrRDS OF NORTH
America, National Geographic Socicty.
Aside from the facts that some Hlustrations
are poor, e.g., swallows and Empidonax
fiycatchers, and that the maps do not
demonstrare migration routes, this is the
best single-book guide we've got. A some-
what better, revised edition is already being
worked up.

A GuIDE TO FIELD IDENTIFICATION OF
Birns or NorTH AMERICA by Robbins et
al. A very good guide especially when used
in canjunczion with Birds For Real by
Stallcup. The best maps for the U.S.
and Canada.

A Freop Guipe To WesTERN Birps by
Roger Tory Peterson. The first and still a
great field book. Look for a wholly new
edition to appear 5001,

A FirLp Guine o NESTS, EGGSs AND
YounG oFf NorTH AMERICAN BirDs by
Harrison. The best and oniy bool on
the subject.

A Freep GuIDE O WESTERN Birns’
Nrusts by Harrison. If you have it, youl
use .

Specific Groups

™Y ULLS, A GUIDE TO [DENTIFICATION
by P. J. Grant. Great on the subject
with loads of photos of many plum-
ages of cach species. Palearcuic only, it
omits a couple of our birds like Western
and California Gulls.

SEABIRDS, AN [DENTIFICATION GUIDE
by Peter Harrison. The shapes of many
birds iflustrated are unrealistic, but this is
the best book on the subject and contains
atl the world species including grebes and
cormorants!

GUIDE TO THE IDENTIFICATION AND
AcriNG oF HoLartic Wanegrs by Prater
et al. A bander’s handbook with plumage
details and biometrics. Many good tips for
field identification on each species.

SHOREBIRDS: IDENTIFICATION (GUIDE
TO THE WADERS OF THE WORLD by
Marchant and Prater. This book 18 due our
in lare 1985 and is bound to be excellent
given what we've seen from the authors in
the past.

Peracic Birps oF MonTErEy Bay by
Rich Stallcup. A small, cheap, and useful
booklet. Most species from the Northeast
Pacific discussed.

WATERFOWL OF THE WORLD by Frank
Todd. Magnificent and thoroughly illusera-
ted (including photographs of the now

extinct Pink-headed Duck), Coffee table
type book,

SEABIRDS OF THE EAsTERN NORTH
Paciric AND ArcTIC Warers cdited by
Pelphine Haley A grand anthology about
the ocean species off our coast. Good sci-
entific monographs by seabird biologists.
Neat photos and maps. Coffee tabie type.

Finding Birds

BirpERS GUIDE TO SOUTHERN

CaLirornia by Jim Lane. Revised in

4 198s Directions to most of the

:cgnon ’s best birding spots and what might
be found there.

A Breper’s Cavtirornia by Dox
Roberson. Birding hot spots and a strategy
for building a state list,

Guing 10 BirD Finomne WEST oF THE
Mississiret by Ol Pettinghill. General
information and specific localities ali
around the west for travelling birders.

BiRDING LOCATIONS IN AND ARGUND
Los ANGELES by Jean Brandi. ¥ you have
to be in L.A., this neat gumide directs you to
where the wild things sdll are.

BIRBING AT THE BoTrom or THE BAy,
Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society. No,
you don't need scuba g gear: this is for bird
spots around the south end of San
Francisco Bay.

San Francisco PENINSULA Birp-
WATCHING, Sequoia Audubon Society. All
the good spots and what may be there.

Periodicals

AmeRICAN Birnps, National Audubon
Society. A massive archive of country-wide
bird records for many decades, lately with

excellent 11D, stuff like “Field identification

of the smaller sandpipers within the genus
Calidris™ by Veir and Jonsson in Vol, 38:s.
CoNTINENTAL BIRDLIFE, Kenn

Kuufman, editor. No tonger published, but

every issue you find wilt
be of value to you,
with LD, articles <&
“ *//
lke “Status and: 223

identification of forms of White Wagtail in
western North America™ by Joseph Morlan
in Vol. 2:2.

WrsTERN Birbs (formerly CALIFORNIA
Briws), Western Ficld Ornithologists.
Loads of great bird material through the
years with some classic I.D. articles like
“Identification of the Yellow-billed Loon™
by Binford and Remsen in Volume 5:11.

BiepinG, The American Birding Asso-
ciation. A lot of lister-twitcher silliness, but
many diagnostic notes on distribution,
taxonomy, and LI, fike those on Storm-
Petrels of the world by Ron Naveen.

Pomnt Rives Bian OBSERVATORY
NewsLeTTER. Excellent summaries of sci-
entific studies, conservation issues, and, in
the “Focus” column which you already
know all about, bird identification.

Thr Wesrern TANAGER, newsletter of
the Los Angeles Audubon Sociery. Well
worth reading the last ten years” worth of
issues. Very good articles on foreign wravel,
conservation, science-made-easy, and iden-
tification of difficult western birds by Jon
unn and Kimbali Garret.

THAT'S 1T. YOU MaY have other
preferences, and many more gtles
worth having will no doubt soon
appear. Just remember, as the old Sage
Grouse once said, “When the book differs
from the bird, believe the bird”

Thanks to Joseph Morlan, Laurence
C. Binford, and Benjamin D. Parmeter for
their knowledgeable input.
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