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gzl Woart a TReR ICs late December

in northern California, but the list of

. birds foraging in the blossens makes

us fect like we're i Manzanillo, In addi-

ton to many individuals of our regular
winterers = 20 Anna’s Hummingbirds, zo

Andubons and 3 Orange-crovwned var-

blers, 10 Ruby-crowned Kinglers, and a

few starlings — there are two kinds of

¢ orioles, a Palm and a Nashville swarbler, a

CWarbling Vireo, and a Summer Tanagert

¢ 1s a Chrisumas Bird Count compiler’s

¢ dream: six rare species, all in one tree.

: But... hmmm... something 1sn't narur-

- al here,

: On the ground beneath the mee, we
find a dead Ruby-crowned Kingler, irs
facial feathers matted Har from black, rar-

: like piteh. Through a hand lens T can see

¢ that its nostrils are sealed shut. This little

¢ bird has suffocated as a result of irs attrac-
don to an exotic plant. [ wonder out foud
if the same fate becomes all the black-

- faced insectivores we see foraging in flow-
- ering eucalyprus, Years ago I found a dead
hummingbird with black tar covering its
bill and wondered why. frwas in a ceme-

tery in Qalkland — under encalyprus trees.

Exotic plants

R EVERAL $PECIES of cucalypius trees
were imported to North America

b Trom Deown Under in the 1800s, for
- aimber, windbreaks, and ormamentation,
- Eucalvpius globudus, the blue gum, is
- native 1o Tasmania and has become the
- most common farge “euc” in California.
¢ During our winter {October 1o March),
© many of them produce abundant flowers,
which in ourn arerace inseces chat invite
: these special sores of birds. Without the
. presence of the trees, many of these birds
- would migrate, as they should, into the
E American tropics.

Some exoric plants, like gorse, Scorch
and French brooms, and pampas grass, are
invasive and, il allowed therr own way,
will displace any and all nagive plants in
their path. Bucalyptus do not spread as
quickly, but their acrid, aromaric leaf Titeer
prechudes an understory of other kinds of
vegetation, Except for providing occasion-

~al nest stres for Great Hormed Owls and
Red-shouldered Hawks, non-blooming

Deadly Eucalyptus
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“eucs” do not provide much foad or shel-
ter for native birds or ather animals.

They are what they eat

IRDS HAVE EVOLVED hody types,
especially bill shapes and lengths, in
accordance with thelr environment,
their feeding strategies, and the plants in
which they forage. Foneyeaters and other
species of eucalvptus specialisis indigenous
to Tasmania and Australia have long,
curved bills: they can probe the flowers
without involving their feathers or nostrils.
Leaf-gleaners like Noreh American
kinglets, vireos, and wood warbiers, have
short straight bills. To seek insects or
nectar within cucalypus blossoms, they
must insert much of their heads, thas glop-
ping up their faces. There are no native
North American plants thar invite this
rype of harm.

The fong and ongoeing
arguments over cncalyp-
rus “management”
seldom rouch
on wildlife
issues but
instead are
maore people-
oriented.

A Ruby-crowned Kinglet victim

DRAWINGS BY KErTH Haxsey

Eucalyptus specialists “down under’’ ave larger (note measurements in inches) and better "1
equipped than North American species to forage flowering trees. Top to bottom: {left)
Tasmania’s Yellow Wattlehird, Australiz’s New Holland Honeyeater and Eastern Spinebil;
{right} Yellow-rumped Warbler, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Anna’s Hummingbird,

. Some say the rees have been here so loig
* that they arce naturalized citizens, or argug

- could otherwise be viable habitat if plar
¢ ed with native trees like oaks or pines”’

that bloom from Octoher to February):

how beautiful they ave to the human eye
The other side calls theny unnacural of -
feral immigrants and fire hazards.
Native wildlife finds firtle use for
cucalvprus except for those trees in
bloom, and many birds that swarm to
fowering “cucs” may dic as a result of
this connection. Non-blooming “euncs™
cause areas of ecological emptiness that

From a point of view that would favori
health and prosperity of native North

American plants and animals, especially
birds, eucalyptus rrees (particularly thos

should be removed,

of the “gum tree” flower’s gum.



